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SUBJECT:JOEL CARLSON VS. LESOTHO 

REF: A. MASERU'S TS, SEPT. 30, 1974 NOTAL; B. MASERU 1188 
NOTAL 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. ON OCTOBER 22 DEPARTMENT OFFICER CONTACTED JOEL CARLSON, 
NOW NATIONAL COORDINATOR OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA, TO 
REQUEST COPY OF STATEMENT HE MADE IN LONDON IN AUGUST WHICH 
PROMPTED GOL PRESS RELEASE OF SEPTEMBER 23 RESPONDING TO 
HIS CHARGES OF POLICE BRUTALITY AND KILLINGS IN LESOTHO IN 
JANUARY DURING AND FOLLOWING ABORTIVE MINI-COUP. CARLSON 
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STATED HE HAD OBTAINED INFORMATION FORMING BASIS HIS 
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CHARGES FROM BASOTHO REFUGEES IN EAST AFRICA WHO FEARED 
EXPULSION FROM THEIR COUNTRIES OF REFUGE IF THEY MADE CHAR 
GES PUBLICLY. HE SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED MATTER WITH BRITISH 
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, JOAN LESTOR IN 
LONDON AND HAD LEFT DOCUMENTATION WITH AMNESTY IN LONDON 
TO BE PRESENTED TO HMG. 

2. CARLSON ALSO SAID HE HAD SENT DOCUMENTATION OF HIS 
CHARGES TO INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS (ICJ) IN 
GENEVA WHO HAD REQUESTED MORE CONCRETE VERIFICATION OF HIS 
EARLIER CHARGES. PROF. BAREND VAN NIEKERK OF UNIVERSITY 

OF NATAL HAS WRITTEN TO CARLSON STATING HE FINDS CARLSON'S 

CLAIMS HIGHLY INFLATED IN SOME RESPECTS. 

3. FOR LONDON: EMBASSY REQUESTED OBTAIN COPY OF GUARDIAN 
ARTICLE AUGUST 17 WRITTEN BY MAGGIE GILLAN UNDER MARTIN 
WALKER BYLINE. IF AVAILABLE, STATING CARLSON'S CHARGES, 

TO BE POUCHED TO AF/S AND EMBASSY MASERU. 

4. COMMENT: CARLSON ACKNOWLEDGES PRIVATELY THAT HIS 
CHARGES, WHICH INCLUDE CLAIM OF ONE THOUSAND KILLED OR 
WOUNDED, ARE INFLATED AND CANNOT BE SUBSTANTIATED. AT 
SAME TIME, FURTHER PUBLIC AIRING OF CHARGES IS IN INTERESTS 
OF ANTI- JONATHAN BASOTHO, SOME SOUTH AFRICANS (AND OTHERS, 
FOR VARYING REASONS), AND IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE FOR SOME 
TIME, PARTICULARLY WHILE TRIAL (REFTEL) CONTINUES. 

CARLSON INDICATED THAT THRUST OF AMNESTY'S REPRESENTATIONS 
TO HMG WOULD BE TO TRY TO BRING PRESSURE ON GOL THROUGH 
REDUCTION OF BRITISH AID TO LESOTHO. SINCE SOME OF PUBLIC 
AIRING MAY TAKE PLACE IN US, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT DEPART- 
MENT BE KEPT INFORMED. INGERSOLL 
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